CaprerLLA UNIVERSITY

Developing a Thesis Statement

A thesis statement is more than a sentence that describes a topic. It is a bold sentence that
presents a point of view, an opinion, or an idea that is arguable. Because it is arguable, a thesis
statement goes beyond making an observation—it makes a case for or against something.

Developing a thesis statement requires that you consider a variety of information and
perspectives about your topic; the development of the thesis statement reflects this process.

Freudian psychoanalysis has become diluted in
i American popular culture.

Make a stronger, Freudian psychoanalysis has become diluted in American
more specific i popular culture because it is incorrectly understood as non-
statement . scientific and trivial.

Compose a i Practitioners of Freudian psychoanalysis have contributed to its

MENSISEWCNERIEE | diminished efficacy as a viable methodology within American
that can be i popular culture by ignoring best practices within the field.
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This thesis has the right components: it states a claim that can be argued, that will need
rigorous evidence to support it, and—perhaps most importantly within academic writing—that
people will debate. In other words, this thesis statement isn’t a “Truth”—rather, it is an
arguable position that can be defended with rigorous scholarly evidence.

When during the writing process should | develop a thesis statement?

It depends. If you are sorting through your material and don’t know in which direction you’re
going, it might be best to develop only a tentative thesis until you understand your topic more
completely. Later, when your understanding is more complete, a strong and focused thesis
statement can help you produce a coherent draft of your essay. Clear thesis statements can
give you an added boost as you launch into the writing process.
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