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Alternative Viewpoints

Scholarly research is effected by factors at work in our greater society including politics, media influence, funding, interest
groups, and more. These factors have an impact on the research done and how that the information disseminated. As a
scholarly researcher it is important to be aware of these influences.

Consider the following:

e Funding for the majority of new research is provided by governments and corporations. How can this change
depending on who is in power or what products or services are selling?

e What role does university politics including the views of the heads of departments and administrators have on
research conducted?

e Which disciplines are well-funded? What disciplines are less well-funded?

e Has the research agenda in your discipline or specialization changed in the last 50 years? How so? How does
this effect your research?

o What effect does tenure and other ways to confer prestige to faculty have on the research done?
e What effect does competition among scholars have on research?

e Which studies are reported in the popular media?

e What voices are not being heard? What groups are not being studied?

e Are alternative viewpoints an important part of your topic? What can you do to hear these alternative viewpoints?
Alternative Press publications can be one method of finding different voices.

e How has the Internet and Web 2.0 technologies change how information is disseminated?

Further Readings:

Henige, D. (2007, April). Or Not: The Place of Disputation in Scholarly Communication. Journal of Scholarly Publishing,
38(3), 134-150. Retrieved November 28, 2007, from Academic Search Premier database.

Clemmitt, M. (2005, October 7)._ Academic freedom. CQ Researcher, 15, 833-856. Retrieved November 28, 2007, from
CQ Researcher Online.

Triplett, W. (2004, August 20). Science and politics. CQ Researcher, 14, 661-684. Retrieved November 28, 2007, from
CQ Researcher Online.

Euben, D. (2003). Legal Issues in Academic Research. Legal Issues in Higher Education 13" Annual Conference.
Updated August 2006.

Euben, D. (2000, November-December). Corporate Interference in Research. Academe. Legal Watch.

Martin, B. (1998). Information liberation challenging the corruptions of information power. London: Freedom Press.

http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pubs/98il/
CAPELLA UNIVERSITY



http://ezproxy.library.capella.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=24630258&site=ehost-live
http://library.capella.edu/login?url=http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2005100700
http://library.capella.edu/login?url=http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2004082000
http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/protect/legal/topics/researchissues.htm
http://www.aaup.org/AAUP/pubsres/academe/2000/ND/Cols/lw.htm
http://www.uow.edu.au/arts/sts/bmartin/pubs/98il/

