CarerLrLa UNIVERSITY

Activity Two: Determining
Your Purposes for Reading

Readers come to texts with expectations, and writers, when they write, make promises in their texts. Effective writers will work to try to shape their readers’
expectations. The introduction of a scholarly journal, for example, usually explains what the context of article and hints at what the writer's argument or
hypothesis will be. A reader’s job then becomes to compare the writer's promises with his or her own expectations, and with what follows in the article; in
other words, the reader must think critically about what they find in the article.

Much of your reading, then, should not be about what information you can extract from the text, but instead, it should be about how the text meets the
expectations the writer has set up, and how it intersects with your own purposes.

We read for many different purposes. You may be reading strictly looking for information, you may be reading to analyze a research article and decide
how to use it in your own research paper, you may need to work through a business document to evaluate it, or you may be reading literature. Each of
these different purposes for reading calls for different reading strategies. Use the chart below to think about all the reasons and you might be reading:

Why are you reading?

L

| don't know.

!

Ask! You won't be able to
choose an effective strategy
until you know why are you are
reading? Ask if the material will
be on an exam or discussed in
class. Ask how the reading
relates to other reading you
have done in the course. Ask
what you will be asked to do
with the reading.

It was assigned.

L L

I'm doing research.

L

But why was it assigned?
You need to know what
you will be asked to do
with the reading or how
it will fit into the course.

-

To study for an exam.

b b

To discuss or write

X For fun or pleasure.
about the reading. P

!

Congratulations! You don't
really need any strategies for
pleasure reading except to
relax and enjoy. Remember: if
it stops being pleasurable, you
can always stop reading—but

v

p On to next page.

some pleasure reading,
reading we are doing just
because it's interesting, may
take some effort. The reading
may not necessarily be easy,
but YOU GET TO DECIDE if
the effort is worth it.



=

What are you reading?

v v v v

A scholary journal. A website. Other. A textbook.

¢ Have you evaluated your source? v

| don't need to, because No, not yet.
it was assigned.

Yes.
¥ Visit the lib luati ~
You still need to evaluate the source. You isit the library resource on evaluating sources:
won't be able to think critically about a text https://www.capella.edu/Portal/Learner/SConte
unless you know who wrote it, why it was nt/library/guides/index.aspx

written, and where it was published. Part of
understanding a text is understanding the
context of the text.

On to next page.
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What do you need to accomplish?

v v

b

v v

| need to read so | need to read to | need to read | needto | need to read so
that | can answer decide whether to to use this in read to study that | can follow
discussion questions. use this in my paper. my paper. for an exam. directions.
Have you pre-read
to determine if this
No. is really going to be
a useful resource in
your paper?
v
Pre-read first, reading
quickly all the way
through, before you try
to follow the directions.
v v

Choose strategies from Getting the Big Picture:
http://www.capella.edu/interactivemedia/readin

gStrategies/3i_bigPicture.aspx

v

v

| need to read to
find particular
information.

In this situation,
scanning can be
a useful strategy.

Choose strategies from Three Times the Charm:
http://www.capella.edu/interactivemedia/readin

gStrategies/3_thirdTime.aspx
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